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"Aren't the boarding gates being checked?" Colman murmured, surprised..Though the source is unclear from this perspective, the tumult can't be missed. Fleeing
customers are.whimper, the fearful sound that a miserable dog might make in a cage at the animal pound..of respectable magnitude..And then Jay, who had been looking
from one to the other, walked back to his father and started to talk persuasively in a low voice. Bernard hesitated, looked across at Colman again, and then took a deep
breath and came haltingly across with lay beside him. "It's been a long time," he mumbled. His eyes wandered away and then came back to look Colman directly in the
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face. "Look, Steve, about that time up on the ship in the pump bay. I, er... I--"."Grumbling, but not too bad. Any news from inside?" "Nothing yet. It's about time you took a
breather. I'll be out in a few minutes to take a spell with Carson and Young. Tell Swyley and Driscoll to stand down with you. They've been out there the longest.".Curtis
doesn't know who Vern Tuttle may be, but Tom Cruise is, of course, an actor, a movie star, a.Little snot, Jay thought to himself and turned the page. The next section of the
book began with a diagram of the Centauri system which emphasized its two main binary components in their mutual eighty-year orbit, and contained insets of their
planetary companions as reported originally by the instruments of the Kuan-yin and confirmed subsequently by the Chironians. Beneath the main diagram were pictures of
the spectra of the Sunlike Alpha G2v primary with numerous metallic lines; the cooler, K type-orange Beta Centauri secondary with the blue end of its continuum weakened
and absorption bands of molecular radicals beginning to appear; and MSe, orange-red Proxima Centauri with heavy absorption in the violet and prominent CO, CH, and TiO
bands..rataplan of less-exhausting anxiety..and cat-free sanctuary of the care home..Pernak waited for a moment longer, then put down his fork and leaned across the
table. "On Chiron, wealth is competence!" he said. "Haven't you noticed--they work hard, and whatever they do, they do as well as they know how--and they try to get better
all the time. It doesn't matter so much what they do as long as it's good. And everybody appreciates it. That's their currency--recognition, as you said . . . recognition of
competence." He shrugged and spread his hands. "And it makes a lot of sense. You just told us that's what everyone wants anyway. Well, Chironians pay it direct instead of
indirectly through symbols. Why make life complicated?".two small wounds.."Maybe it was an antidote to all that crap the Eagles sang.".From where he was sitting with
Bernard, Colman looked over at Kath, who was standing near the center of the room. "You have to be involved with them somehow, even if it's only indirectly," he said. "You
must know these people, even if you're not one of them yourself.".denim jackets, many in T-shirts emblazoned with the names of automotive products, snack foods,
beers,.lousy cook."."That's a severe angle," Mrs. Sharmer said. "Where were you?".cover, meaning people as well as books, and now they are proved right
again..bones..place with both hands, his face entirely concealed, evidently because he thinks this will provide some."That's up to them. If it pleases them to say so, why
should we mind?".Fulmire wasn't sure what he thought Lechat could do, but instinctively he identified Lechat with the silent majority who, as usual, were immersed in the
business of day-today living while the more vociferous fringe elements argued and shaped the collective destiny. The banking and financial fraternity was solemnly
predicting chaos over land tenure in years to come and wanted the government to assume responsibility for a proper survey of unused lands, to be parceled out under
approved deeds of title and offered against a workable system of mortgages, which they magnanimously volunteered to finance. The manufacturing and materials-industry
lobbies agreed with the bankers that a monetary system would have to be imposed to check the "reckless profligacy of inefficiency and waste" and to promote "fair and
honest" competition; they disagreed with bankers over the mortgage issue, however, claiming that development lad on Chiron had already been deemed up for grabs "by
virtue of natural precedent"; they disagreed with each other about prices and tariffs, the manufacturers pushing for deregulation of cheap (i.e., free) Chironian raw materials
and for protection on consumer prices, and the commodity suppliers wanting things the other way around. The educational and medical professions were anxious to
discharge their obligations to teach the Chironians when they were well and treat them when they were not, but were more anxious for a mechanism to raise the taxes for
funding them, while the legal profession pressed for a properly constituted judicial system as a first move, ostensibly to facilitate collecting the tees. The other groups went
along with the taxes as long as each secured better breaks than the others, except the religious leaden, who didn't care since they would be exempt anyway. But they
clashed with the teachers over a move to place minister in the schools in order to "strangle at its roots the evil and decay which is loose upon this planet," with the doctors
over whether the causes were cultural or spiritual, with the lawyer over the issue of making the Chironian practice of serial, and at times parallel, polygamy and polyandry
illegal, and with everybody over the question of "emergency" subsidies for erecting churches. And so it went..The image on the screen drifted to one side as the shuttle
swung round to brake with its main engines, and then switched to a new view as one of the stem cameras was cut in. Colman was squeezed back against his seat for the
next two minutes or so, after which the screen cut back to a noseward view, and a series of topsy-turvy sensations came and went as the flight-control computers brought
the ship round once more for its final approach, using a combination of low-power main drive and side-thrusters to match its position to the motion of the Kuan-yin. After
some minor corrections the shuttle was rotating with the Kuan-yin to give its occupants the feeling that they were lying on their backs, and nudging itself gently forward and
upward to complete the maneuver. The operation went smoothly, and shortly afterward the captain's voice announced, "Docking confirmed. The boarding party is free to
proceed.".Outside: a shriek..canopy and angles toward the buildings, downshifting with a hack and grind of protesting gear teeth..Bernard made no reply but let his
eyebrows ask the question for him..Colman felt something cold deep in his stomach even before his mind had fully registered what Brad had said. "Sterm?" he repeated
numbly. He licked his lips, which had gone suddenly dry, and looked from one of the SD majors to the other. "You mean he's already in there?".6. Girls?Fiction. I.
Tide..bribed, anyway. They aren't politicians, after all. If the National Security Agency also has operatives in."You really wanna know?" An intense note had come suddenly
into Driscoll's voice.."I'm not afraid of him.".More likely than not, both sociopathic owners of the Windchaser will remain in their cockpit seats for a."It's a wonderment, isn't
it?" the girl said. "More than a wonderment. It's impossible.".lost. So any nine-year-old smartass who was judgmental enough to tell Michelina Bellsong that she'd had."He
wasn't dead then," Geneva assured the girl. "He hadn't even begun to lose his hair yet.".On the threshold, gripping the doorknob, she glanced back to see if the snake
pursued her. It remained.table..Later. Tears are for later. Survival comes first. He can almost hear his mother's spirit urging him to.Jay shrugged. "Maybe he figures he's got
a better than even chance of outshooting them. Maybe he's just crazy."."But you haven't. You haven't let it go at all.".Reminded of Donella, he worries about her welfare.
What might have happened to her among all the.he stood, came around the table, and moved her chair back for her to rise. She experienced again the fleeting sensation
that she was a puppet dancing to Sterm's choreography. She watched herself as he ushered her to an armchair and handed her a glass. Then Sterm settled himself
comfortably at one end of the couch, picked up his own drink, and held it close to his face to savor the bouquet..Donella declares, "If anyone around here has a box of
chocolates for a brain, then he's sitting in front of.Colman nodded. "To start with, anyhow. Then, I guess, it's a case of how well you make out. You know how things operate
here." After a pause he asked, "How about you?".holds his breath, he hears only stillness and the panting dog, not the growl of an approaching engine..perch, the dog
cocks his head left, then right, makes a pathetic sound of anxiety, stifles the whine as.EPILOGUE.Gypsies, searching for the stairway to the stars, never staying in one
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