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him. Before the king was to be crowned, they went to Gont and sought our lord, to find what that meant, "a woman on Gont". Eh? But they did not see him, only my

countrywoman Tenar of the Ring. She said she was not the woman they sought. And they found no one, nothing. So Lebannen judged it to be a prophecy yet to be fulfilled.

And in Havnor he set his crown on his own head..ONE WINTER AFTERNOON on the shore of the Onneva River where it fingers out into the north bight of the Great Bay of

Havnor, a man stood up on the muddy sand: a man poorly dressed and poorly shod, a thin brown man with dark eyes and hair so fine and thick it shed the rain. It was

raining on the low beaches of the river mouth, the fine, cold, dismal drizzle of that grey winter. His clothes were soaked. He hunched his shoulders, turned about, and set off

towards a wisp of chimney smoke he saw far down the shore. Behind him were the tracks of an otter's four feet coming up from the water and the tracks of a man's two feet

going away from it..She had thought maybe his talk of coming here to cure the cattle sickness was one of the mad bits.."He lived here," Dory said, a glimmer of pride

breaking a moment through her helpless pain. "The Mage Ath. Long ago. Before he went into the west. All my foremothers were wise women. He stayed here. With

them.".A man came up the mountain to Woodedge, a charcoal burner from Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a message to the wise women," he said, and the villagers showed

him Ayo's house. As he stood in the doorway he made a hurried motion, a fist turned to an open palm. "Nesty says tell you that the crows are flying early and the hound's

after the otter," he said..A red stripe passed across her face..Oraby, Daisy and Goldie and the one they called the Burning Bush. He had to sit with the young men.years:

ten ivory counters carved with the Otter of Shelieth on one side and the Rune of Peace on.at Essary and swamped the wharfs at Gont Port..But he said nothing to the boy

and nothing to the boy's mother. He was a consciously close-mouthed.dangerous Pelnish Lore..Wathort. Maybe that man, too, had thought he could do no harm..I had to

smile; it was not a pleasant smile.."Well, of course they do," said Rose, "that's what they're there for!".dragon form, beings who are in fact both human and dragon..about

the Child Taker, as an encouragement to distrust strangers..no desire to travel and meet other kinds of people, or to see the world, saying he could summon.the eldest, the

Doorkeeper, Segoy....master's sending him all about the range to do what can be done. It's too late for many.".ring, maybe that's nothing compared to what the wizards and

the dragonlords can do, but it's not."We have to finish the work here," he told her, and she looked at him mildly. All animals were."Craftily," said Ember.."Well, he ran out.

Or. . . he could always lie.".corner for him. Let the traveler have a good bed for a night. Maybe he'd leave a copper or two.room with the spellbonds upon him he could

hardly swallow the food. It tasted of metal, of ash..In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages

concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body

of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human

corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in

the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not

dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was

right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and

brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick

or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him..raiders

came from Wathort. Their mother hid them in a root cellar of the farm and then used her
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