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vinyl tiles, Tom mulled over what she'd told him. Then: "The connection is there, but it's still not entirely clear to me. So he took perverse pleasure in raping her with her

father's sermon as accompaniment . . . and maybe without his realizing it, the reverend's message got deep inside his head. I wouldn't think our cowardly wife killer has the

capacity for guilt ... although maybe your dad worked a sort of miracle and planted that very seed.".He surprised himself by sitting up in bed and shouting, "Shut up, shut up,

shut up!".In the kitchen, Barty sat at the table, and Paul's heart pinched at the sight of the boy in padded eyepatches..Shortly past nine o'clock, an hour after Edom and

Jacob had gone, Barty came downstairs, book in hand. "The twisties are back.".The reverend said, "I'm sure you underestimate my parishioners, Celestina. They won't be

scandalized. They'll open their hearts.".The moon shimmered, and the stars blurred-but only briefly, for her devotion to this boy was a fiery furnace that tempered the steel

of her spine and brought a drying heat to her eyes. Without Franklin Chan's full approval but with his complete understanding, Agnes took Barty home. On Monday, they

would return to Hoag Hospital, where Barty would receive surgery on Tuesday..Tom had no idea who Perri might be, but something in the way Grace asked the question

and the way she regarded Paul suggested that she knew something about Perri that had won her deep respect and admiration..The only light came from a reading lamp. An

adjustable brass shade directed the light down onto a chair..Regrettably, he had no choice but to conclude that she hadn't made up her mind whether to keep the baby or to

seek out an illegal abortion without Junior's approval. She had been thinking about scraping his child out of her womb without even telling him..Paul Damascus had gotten

numerous invitations to dinner. No one thought that he should be alone on this difficult night..Phimie's stubbornly high blood pressure, the presence of protein in her urine,

and other symptoms indicated her preeclampsia wasn't a recent development; she was at increased risk of eclampsia. Her hypertension was gradually coming under

control-but only by resort to more aggressive drug therapy than the physician preferred to use..So runs the water away..Aftermath had a way of being discovered, often at

the worst of all possible moments, which he had learned from movies and from crime stories in the media and even from personal experience. Discovery always brought the

police at high speed, sounding their sirens and full of enthusiasm, because those bastards were the most past-focused losers on the face of the earth, utterly consumed by

their interest in aftermath..He didn't know what he was looking for. He simply felt empowered to be the one conducting the surveillance for a change.."I've always wanted to

learn the piano myself," Junior claimed, "but I guess you really have to start young.".A cold wetness just above the crook of his left elbow. A sting. A tourniquet of flexible

rubber tubing had been tied around his left arm, to make a vein swell more visibly, and the sting had been the prick of a hypodermic needle..A moment later, in the corridor,

as Nolly locked the door to his suite, Kathleen linked her right arm through Vanadium's left. "Do I call you Detective Vanadium, Brother, or Father?".He was a pretty good

detective, but as regarded the minutiae of daily fife, he wasn't as organized as he would like to be. He never remembered to set aside his holey socks for darning; and once

he had worn a hat with a bullet hole in it for nearly a year before he'd at last thought to buy a new one..She curled up in the armchair, watching Barty. She was greedy for

the sight of him. She thought she would not doze off, but would spend the night watching over him, yet exhaustion defeated her..After following his uncle's movements,

Barty looked at the table again. "Pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie.".Frequently, people told Agnes that she should find an agent for Barty, as he was wonderfully photogenic;

modeling and acting careers, they assured her, were his for the asking. Though her son was indeed a fine-looking lad, Agnes knew he wasn't as exceptionally handsome as

many perceived him to be. Rather than his looks, what made Barty so appealing, what made him seem extraordinarily good-looking, were other qualities: an unusual

gracefulness for a child, such a physical easiness in every movement and posture that it seemed as though some curious personal relationship with time had allowed him

twenty years to become a three-year-old; an unfailingly affable temperament and quick smile that possessed his entire face, including his mesmerizing green blue eyes.

Perhaps most affecting of all, his remarkable good health was expressed in the lustrous sheen of his thick hair, in the golden-pink glow of his summer-touched skin, in every

physical aspect of him, until there were times when he seemed radiant..On the short return trip to the ophthahnologist, Agnes crazily considered driving past Chan's office

building, cruising onward--ever onward-into the sparkling December night, not just back to Bright Beach, where the bad news would simply come by phone, but to places so

far away that the diagnosis could never catch up to them, where the disease would remain unnamed and therefore would have no power over Barty..They wanted to go up

to Barty's room, but she refused them, because there was nothing more they could do for the boy than they had done for her. "He wants to finish reading Starman Jones,

and I'm not letting anything interfere with that. We're leaving for Newport Beach at seven in the morning, and you can see him then.".He had bribed a parking attendant to

keep his Mercedes at the curb in a valet zone, in front of a nearby restaurant, so it would be instantly available when needed. He could also leave the car and follow

Celestina on foot if she chose to stroll home from here..Sometimes, just the thought of getting in the car and venturing into the dangerous world was intolerable. Then he

settled into his La-ZBoy and waited for the natural disaster that would soon scrub him off the earth as though he had never existed..As punctilious as you might expect any

good accountant to be, Bartholomew Prosser didn't delay long enough to make it necessary for Junior to ring the bell twice. The porch light came on..Kaitlin had the piercing

voice and talent for vituperation that marked her as a member of the Hackachak tribe, but for now she was content to leave the vocal assault to her parents. The stare with

which she drilled Junior, however, if brought to bear on a promising geological formation, would core the earth and strike oil in minutes..He'd never had a chance to read this

to Perri or to benefit from her opinion. Now, as he scanned the lines of his calligraphic handwriting, his words seemed foolish, inappropriate, confused..Settling onto the

empty stool beside this beauty, Junior offered to buy her a drink, and she accepted..He doubted the Studebaker would ever be found, but successful men were, without

exception, those who paid attention to detail.."Sitters. Friends, relatives of friends. People I can trust.  I can afford sitters if I'm getting only dinner tips.".He was, in fact, a

first-rate driver, with an impeccable record at the age of thirty: no traffic citations, no accidents..Inevitably, he had to wonder if Naomi had kept her pregnancy secret

because, indeed, she suspected that the child wasn't her husband's..The paramedic pulled shut the door, leaving Joey outside in the night, in the storm, in the wind

between worlds..His dry tongue, his parched mouth, his desiccated throat felt packed fall of sand, and his voice lay buried alive down there..Worse than the tenderness in

the bones, the bleeding gums, the headaches, the ugly bruises, worse than the anemia-related weariness and the spells of breathlessness, was the suffering that her battle

caused to those whom she loved. More frequently as the days passed, they were unable to conceal their worry and their sorrow. She held their hands when they trembled.

She asked them to pray with her when they expressed anger that this should happen to her-of all people, to her, and she wouldn't let them go until the anger was gone.

More than once, she pulled sweet Angel into her lap, stroked her hair, and soothed her with talk of all the good times shared in better days. And always Barty, watching over
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her in his blindness, aware that she would not be dying in all the places where she was, but taking no consolation from the fact that she would continue to exist in other

worlds where he could never again be at her side..Angel, however, focused on a point in the air above the table. Faint furrows marked her brow for a moment, but then the

frown gave way to a smile.."Toes," he repeated immediately in his sweet, piping voice. This was a new word for him..Eleven days had passed since Wally stopped three

bullets. He still had a little residual weakness in his arms, grew tired more easily than before he'd wound up on the wrong end of a pistol, complained of stiffness in his

muscles, and used a cane to keep his full weight off his wounded leg. The rest of the medical care he required, as well as physical rehabilitation, could be had in Bright

Beach as well as in San Francisco. By March, he should be back to normal, assuming that the definition of normal included massive scars and an internal hollow space

where once his spleen had been..Hesitantly, the ivory tickler shook hands. "I'm ... uh ... I'm Ned Gnathic. Everyone calls me Neddy.".Regrettably, at 2:00 A.M., February 28,

waking alone in Tammy's bed, Junior sought her out and found her snacking in the kitchen. Forsaking a fork in favor of her fingers, she was eating a.being careful to place

the point of impact precisely where the bottle had struck her..The window mechanism creaked, the two tall panes began to open outward but too slowly, and the cold white

night exhaled a chill plume of breath into the room..Among these people was an old man whom they called, among themselves, the Changer. He showed Otter a few spells

of illusion; and when the boy was fifteen or so, the old man took him out into the fields by Serrenen to show him the one spell of true change he knew. "First let's see you

turn that bush into the seeming of a tree," he said, and promptly Otter did so. Illusion came so easy to the boy that the old man took alarm. Otter had to beg and wheedle

him for any further teaching and finally to promise him, swearing on his own true and secret name, that if he learned the Changer's great spell he would never use it but to

save a life, his own or another's..Nolly shrugged. "He can't know for sure. And anyway, he didn't get the pushed idea until he'd already taken the case.".Now here was a

thing, worse than the thought of a quarter in the closed hand: Neddy's eyes seemed to follow Junior as he rooted among the trash bags..The expectation with which Tom

had been greeted on his arrival was as thin as the air at Himalayan heights compared to the rich stew of anticipation now aboil..Requital. Restitutional apology, which must

have been learned in a law school where English was the second language. Even atonement..Anyway, if Seraphim were still alive, she would be only nineteen now, too

young to have graduated from Academy of Art College..Angel was adamant: "Nope. I could learn that. Like dressing myself and saying thank-you.".Only a few theater goers

attended the matinee. No one sat near, so Google and Junior openly swapped packages: a five-by-six manila envelope to Google, a nine-by-twelve to Junior..Junior didn't

believe in gods, devils, Heaven, Hell, life after death. He put his faith in one thing: himself..Grace, of course, was a strong woman for whom faith was an armor against far

worse than embarrassment. Celestina knew that Mom would suffer immeasurably more heartache by remaining in Oregon than what pain she might experience at her

daughter's side, but Phimie was too young, too naive, and too frightened to grasp that in this matter, as in all others, her mother was a pillar, not a reed.."It sure is," Barty

said. When only a mortified silence followed his remark, he added: "Gee, I thought that was kinda funny.".Commodified fantasy takes no risks: it invents nothing, but

imitates and trivializes. It proceeds by depriving the old stories of their intellectual and ethical complexity, turning their action to violence, their actors to dolls, and their truth-

telling to sentimental platitude. Heroes brandish their swords, lasers, wands, as mechanically as combine harvesters, reaping profits. Profoundly disturbing moral choices

are sanitized, made cute, made safe. The passionately conceived ideas of the great story-tellers are copied, stereotyped, reduced to toys, molded in bright-colored plastic,

advertised, sold, broken, junked, replaceable, interchangeable..When the third knave of spades appeared, Edom said to Maria, "What kind of enemy does three in a row

describe?".Along the hall, every step measured, he stayed near the wall farthest from the staircase.."It isn't that, Daddy. You remember, when we were all together the day

before yesterday, how afraid Phimie was of this man. Not just for herself ... for the baby.".His Country Squire laden with cookies, plum cakes, homemade caramel corn with

almonds, and gifts, Edom drove directly home from Obadiah Sepharad's place, which had been their final stop. He roared away as if trying to outrun tornadoes and tidal

waves..Suddenly, even in the heart of a great city, the alleyway seemed as lonely as an English moor, and not a smart place to seek asylum from a vengeful spirit. Casting

aside all pretense of self-control, Junior sprinted for the next street, where the sight of multitudes, swarming in winter sunshine, filled him not with paranoia or even

uneasiness, anymore, but with an unprecedented feeling of brotherhood..it to the granite-topped secretary, and sat in front of the telephone. Previously,."No, the monster

lives in there," Barty said, which was a joke, because he'd never suffered night frights of that-or any--sort..Two staff members were at the front desk, when last he'd seen

them, out of sight now and too far away to hear the crooning. Junior had been waiting at the doors when the library opened, and thus far he'd encountered no other

patrons..Later, after they finished eating but were still sitting at the table over coffee, the conversation turned solemn, although for the moment, the subject wasn't the late

Harrison White. How long the two women and the girl must hide out, when and where they would be able to resume lives as normal as might still be possible for them:

These were the issues of the moment..Eventually, when he had gone through the entire directory, if he'd had no success, he would phone each red-checked listing and ask

for Bartholomew. A few hundred calls, no doubt. Some would involve long-distance charges, but he could afford the toll..More likely than not, this was a lie, and the

detective was, setting him up. Suddenly Junior wished that he had denied dreaming..Friday night, he slept more soundly than he'd slept since coming home from the

pharmacy to discover Joshua Nunn and the paramedic in solemn silence at Perri's bedside. He didn't dream of trekking across a wasteland, neither salt flats nor

snow-whipped plains of ice, and when he woke in the morning, he felt rested in body, mind, and soul..Between the one-line description of the baklava and the menu's more

effusive words about the walnut mamouls, the suspense became too much, the doubt too insidious, at which point Celestina looked up and said, with more girlish angst in

her voice than she had planned "Maybe this isn't the place, maybe it isn't the time, or maybe it's the time but not the place, or the place but not the time, or maybe the time

and the place are right but the weather's wrong, I don't know--Oh,."My scar," he confessed, "is inexperience. For a man my age, Agnes, I'm in some ways unbelievably

innocent. I wouldn't trade the years with Perri for anything or anyone, but intense as it was, our love didn't include ... Well, I mean, you may find me inadequate.".Now her

mooring was Wally Lipscomb-obstetrician, pediatrician, landlord, and best friend--who arrived halfway through the reception. As she listened to Helen Greenbaum's sales

report, Celestina held Wally's hand so tightly that had it been a plastic champagne flute, it would have cracked..Eventually, Junior remembered the quarter. He reached into

the right pocket of the thin cotton bathrobe, but the coin wasn't there, as it should have been. The left pocket also was empty..tasteful hint of it was on display; nothing about

this beauty could be called cheap..Later, when the seven of them were gathered at the dinner table, the adults raised glasses of Chardonnay, the children raised tumblers of
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Pepsi, and Maria gave the toast. "To Bartholomew, the image of his father, who was the kindest man I've ever known. To my Bonita and my Francesca, who brighten every

day. To Edom and Jacob, from who ... from whom I've learned so much that has made me think about the fragility of life and made me realize how precious is every day.

And to Agnes, my dearest friend, who has given me, oh, so much, including all these words. God bless us, every one.".Neighbors might not be home. And by the time he

knocked, asked to use the phone, dialed ... Too great a waste of time..When Agnes and Paul returned from a honeymoon in Carmel, they discovered that Edom had finally

cleared out Jacob's apartment. He donated his twin's extensive files and books to a university library that was building a collection to satisfy a growing professorial and

student interest in apocalyptic studies and paranoid philosophy..What good was she to anybody, what good could she ever hope to be, if she couldn't even save her little

sister?.Reverend White's polished, somewhat theatrical, yet sincere voice rose out of the past to issue this threat in Junior's memory as he had issued it that night, from a

tape recorder, while Junior had been dancing a sweaty horizontal boogie with Seraphim in her parsonage bedroom..Words eluded him again, and he surveyed the coffee

shop, as if someone might step forward to speak for him. He realized people were staring, and embarrassment drew a tighter knot in his tongue.
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