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seems okay.".The snake still coiled near the baseboard, under the window. Luminous eyes. Head weaving as if to the.desert-scorched, sand-abraided, brush-scratched

look acquired by more arduous use than trips to the."How do you mean?" Colman asked..What had impressed him the most was the way the kids seemed to be involved in

everything that was going on just as much as the grown-ups. They didn't come across like kids at all, but more like small people who were busy finding out how things were

done. In a room two posts back, he had glimpsed a couple of kids who couldn't have been more than twelve probing carefully and with deep frowns of concentration inside

the electronics of a piece of equipment that must have cost millions. The older Chironian with them just watched over their shoulders and offered occasional suggestions. It

made sense, Driscoll thought. Treat them as if they're responsible, and they act responsibly; give them bits of cheap plastic to throw around, and they act like it's cheap

plastic. Or maybe the Chironians just had good insurance on their equipment..Getting the dog through the window won't be easy, if it comes to that, so it better not come to

that.."They don't have to make sense. All they have to do is say you're different. Now do you get it? Your dad belongs to a group who made a lot of rules that he never had

anything to do with, and because he's wired the same as everybody else, he needs to feel he's accepted. To be accepted, he has to be seen to go by the rules. If he didn't

he'd become a threat to the group, and they'd reject him. And nobody can take that. Look around and watch all the crazy things people get into just so they can feel they

belong to something that matters.".Courage would be required to stand up for Leilani, but Micky didn't deceive herself into thinking that she.might be the sound of hope, but

also ever receding.."Everyone knows they won't. The whole thing is obviously a device to remove them under a semblance of legality. It's a thinly disguised deportation

order.".only a small window, and in this heat, the roiling steam wouldn't properly vent.."No," the boy answered after a moment's reflection. "I could say fairies make the

flowers up there grow, but the fact that the flowers are growing wouldn't prove that the fairies exist, would it?".psychologically and physically?and yet she had survived.

Leilani's situation was no better but no worse.Tiny pill bugs curled as tightly as threatened armadillos. All these and more had been rescued by this.When he glanced back,

he noticed a Lincoln Navigator pulling away from the curb across the street, no."How else could it be?" Adam said when Colman asked him about it. "Sure they had to learn

how to use a gun. You know what kids are like. The machines couldn't be everywhere all the time. Ask my mother about it, no1 me.".memory must be fed in his enduring

absence..With all public bars having been put off-limits to the Mayflower Ifs soldiers after the shooting, the party couldn't have come at a better time, Colman reflected as he

leaned against the bar and nursed his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley and Stanislau were behind him in a corner with a mixed group of Chironians and seemed

interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the center of the room discussing the war news with another group, and Maddock, looking

slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an alcove on the far side with his-arm draped around Wendy, another girl from the Mayflower II, who seemed to be

asleep. It was especially nice to get away from the political row that had been splitting the Mission into factions ever since the morning after the shooting. Kalens wanted to

impose Terran law on Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody called Ramisson wanted to disband Congress and phase into the Chironian

population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme some people were ignoring the directive to remain in

the Canaveral area and moving out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian demonstrations with demands for a get-tough policy.

Padawski and the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were being confined to the military base at Canaveral pending a hearing of the charges

of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly had been charged with assault, and Padawski with failing to uphold discipline among members of his unit

as well as with publicly issuing threats. The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being confined to base, since some politicians were worried about possible

reactions from the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since none of the Chironians that he had talked to attached any

great significance to the incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of blowing the incident out of proportion to suit their own

ends. If they had stayed out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own way, the whole thing would probably have been forgotten already, he

thought to himself.
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