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for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with

the daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had

sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither

recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..They knew him forthright and rising

to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and

beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive,

purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into

thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee

relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the

upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man

returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the

intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought

but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the

youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the

other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in

black, luxuriant hair; (256).Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long

while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys

and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith

thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to

thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the following verses:.116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk

cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.Officer's Story,

The First, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so

he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..Then he bade take her away; so she

was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small,

and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I

should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if

my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..? ? ?

? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to

my soul,.So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and

acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved

of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of

investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its

onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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