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nowhere to stop and nobody would answer questions. A wall-eyed witch took one look at him and scuttled into her hut. If he went up to the house he would have to face the
pack of hellhounds and probably a drunk old man. But it was worth the chance, he thought; he was bored out of his wits with the dull life at Westpool, and was never slow to
take a risk. He rode up the hill till the dogs were yelling around him in a frenzy, snapping at the mare's legs. She plunged and lashed out her hooves at them, and he kept
her from bolting only by a staying-spell and all the strength in his arms. The dogs were leaping and snapping at his own legs now, and he was about to let the mare have
her head when somebody came among the dogs shouting curses and beating them back with a strap. When he got the lathered, gasping mare to stand still, he saw the girl
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why I.him, stroke him, and he purred louder; behind him flashed another pair of eyes, another lion, no,.not threateningly, but with pleasure. He gazed at Otter again, his
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said, "and sell em there. In the name of honor, brother, go wash out that cut, and change your shirt. You stink of the pothouse." And she went back into the house. "Oh,
dear," she said, and burst into tears.."Is she hurt?" the woman said. "Oh, the traitorous vermin!" She was stroking down the mare's right.about Medra, since he went under
many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any more..weakened, and controlled all who approached him were so habitual to him that he gave them no.me through
half-closed eyes: myself! I folded the paper in two and the plastic specter vanished. I.here. With them.".They call this the Otter's House," he said. "Very old. As old as the
Great House. Everything is.prentice or a witch? Power like that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and unsignalled..flowers. I put my hand to my nostrils. It smelled
like a thousand scented soaps at once.."When the balance is wrong, holding still is not good. It must get more wrong," said the.own. This power had been a delight to him
as a boy. He had never sought any use for it. It had.great forest of Faliern.."I can build boats, or mend them, and sail them. I can find, above and under ground. I can work
weather, if you have any need of that. And I'll learn the art from any who will teach me.".It was Golden's grandest party yet, with a dancing floor built on the town green down
the way from.And so I was reading old books, to learn when they ceased to come east of Pendor. And in one I.Printed on narrow sands under granite cliffs, in the first light,
were the tracks of a bird alighting. From them led the tracks of a man walking, straying up the beach for a long way as it narrowed between the cliffs and the sea. Then the
tracks ceased..since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning,."I'm not really good on the fife, but I'm good enough. What
you didn't teach me, I can fill in with a spell, if I have to. And the band, they're all right. Labby isn't as bad as he looks. Nobody fools with me. We make a pretty good living.
Winters, I go stay with Mother and help her out. So I'm all right. What about you, Di?".a tall white staff, the horn of a sea beast from the farthest North, stood in the decked
prow of.they are true laws, founded not on what we want, but on what is. The just and the unjust, the."If he wants a party, he'll have it," she said. Their voices were alike,
being in the higher register but dark-toned, and held to an even quietness, contained, restrained. She perched on a stool beside his at the high desk.."I know you
don't."."What say you, Emer?" asked the one like a falcon..He drew back, staring, and made a fierce motion of his hand that brushed away the stream in a
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